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SYNOPSIS

"Song For Hope" is a story about living life to the fullest, about the unwavering strength and support of family and friends and about one man’s refusal to allow his affliction to affect his love of his art.

The film, directed by Chris Haigh, portrays the incredible story of trumpet virtuoso, Ryan Anthony, after being diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma at the age of 42 and given just months to live. For many, this would be a crushing blow, but for Ryan, it motivated him to start a charity called CancerBlows and show the world that music can save lives.

The documentary illustrates Ryan’s rise from child prodigy to musical superstardom, from cancer clinics, chemotherapy, and stem cell transplants to sell-out concerts in symphony halls. Despite overwhelming odds and intense medical treatments, his positivity, determination, and passion for performing drove him to the concert stage. 
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
Song For Hope embraces music as its heartbeat, engages everyone in a collective moment and shows the truly wonderful things we can create together. 
As a music teacher in Northern England, one of my favorite things to do was to take groups of pupils to the local symphony hall to experience an orchestra performing. Watching their eyes light up with excitement just hearing musical instruments “warming-up” was electrifying! That’s what live music does. It tunes us in and synchronizes us for a shared, collective experience while communicating with each one of us, personally. 
So, with that in mind and, from the very first note, our award-winning original score, recorded by the sixty-piece Seattle Symphony and mixed in 5.1 Dolby surround sound, immerses our audiences into the world of the orchestra. Floating into the symphony hall, we hush to the sounds of violins warming up all around us like birds in the sky, and witness woodwind instruments “rushing past” on the left channel to get to the stage in front. When we land on the downbeat and the violinist’s bow bounces on the string, we are on stage, sitting among the symphony orchestra, part of the performance, witnessing music being made. 
Now everyone watching this film is exactly where I first met Ryan Anthony, on stage. In 2015, when he was about three years into his twelve months life expectancy, we were performing Richard Strauss’s epic “Alpine Symphony” - a sixty-minute symphonic masterpiece that musically narrates the story of a climber’s ascent of a mountain and the violent storms they weather on their return home as night falls. 
Music became the backdrop to how I learnt about Ryan and his immensely inspiring story. Due to Ryan’s reliance on his art, it became impossible to separate the two, so interweaving story and musical narrative became integral to the unique layout and pacing of this documentary. 
From here, for example, with the audience on stage and part of the orchestra, Song For Hope becomes a Symphony and music, the fabric through which this story is told. Diving into the art of classical musical storytelling, this “song” is shaped using “sonata form” structure (the framework behind the great symphonies of Beethoven, Vivaldi, and Strauss, to name a few) which allows the narrative to flow and gives it a harmonious wholeness. Everything from the themes, tempos, instruments, rhythms, styles, and acoustics develop, modulate, and change as we dance from movement to movement, from allegro to adagio, scherzo to rousing finale, interacting, and engaging with Ryan and his family and friends. 
The whole film is a powerful and inspiring musical tale of human endeavor. 
We can all recall first appreciating music that we found compelling or attending a live music event where everyone seemed to experience the same emotions together. With “Song For Hope” we are giving people everywhere access to a symphony hall and an orchestra, to a story told through the universal language of music and to the mountains we can summit every day, no matter the storms we must weather to do so. 
In the year that Film Score, Editing and Sound Design are sadly dropped from the Academy Awards live ceremony and music is again the afterthought of the creative arts, Song For Hope shows the immense impact that all three have, it gives them a spotlight and compels us all to stop, listen, and enjoy the music above everything else. 
RYAN ANTHONY BIOGRAPHY
Ryan Anthony started his accomplished career in trumpet at the tender age of 8, abandoning the violin (much to his parents’ disappointment) in favor of the instrument his grandfather played. By the age of 16, Ryan had won the highly publicized Seventeen Magazine/General Motors Concerto Competition and was one of the only two contestants ever to win the Grand Prize (the other being violinist Joshua Bell).

After graduating with a Master of Music degree from the Cleveland Institute of Music, Ryan began his professional career as Second Trumpet in the Memphis Symphony Orchestra. Over the course of his career, he also appeared as guest principal trumpet in many orchestras including the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and St. Louis Symphony Orchestra as well as in the sections of the New York Philharmonic, Cleveland Orchestra, and Israel Philharmonic. But Ryan is best known in the orchestral world as Principal Trumpet of the Dallas Symphony Orchestra from 2006 until his death in 2020, serving under the baton of legendary maestro Jaap van Zweden. Ryan was named Principal Trumpet Emeritus of the Dallas Symphony in 2019.

Despite his success in the orchestra, Ryan truly thrived as a soloist and member of brass groups, recording, and performing worldwide with the famed Canadian Brass, Center City Brass, All-Star Brass, The Brass Band of Battle Creek, Burning River Brass and as co-founder of the trumpet and organ duo, Anthony & Beard with Gary Beard.

Ryan was also a valued educator, leading masterclasses at universities across the United States. He served as Assistant Professor of Trumpet at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music before leaving the position to join Canadian Brass. Ryan also acted as Visiting Professor of Practice in Trumpet and Chair of the Winds and Brass Department at Southern Methodist University from 2018 until his passing in 2020.

Additional accolades and awards include:
· International Trumpet Guild Honorary Award for lifetime achievement in trumpet. 	Previous recipients include Herb Alpert, Doc Severinsen, Ronald Romm, Maurice 	Andre, Louis Armstrong, and Rafael Mendez.
· Cleveland Institute of Music Alumni Achievement Award
· Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation Courage & Commitment Award
· Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation Spirit of Hope Award
 
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

CHRIS HAIGH – Director and Writer
Chris Haigh is a storyteller and filmmaker from Manchester, England. As a three-time British and European champion brass band musician, in 2015, Chris was invited to perform alongside the top brass players from around the world in Banff, Calgary. It was a trip that would change his life as he and Ryan Anthony met and instantly became friends on and off stage.

From his background in journalism and teaching music in the UK, Chris has gone on to write and direct commercials in the Caribbean, a sell-out music-comedy show at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and a multi award-winning debut documentary feature film.

LUKE WYATT – Producer, Director of Photography, and Editor
As a Los Angeles based Director of Photography and co-owner of Orange Robot, Luke has over fifteen years of experience in visual storytelling. Throughout his production career, Luke has created content for many high-profile clients including Sony, Netflix, Univision, and Honda. Having also had a professional career in the post-production realm, Luke is no stranger to creating a story in the edit bay since creating promotional content for the likes of Disney Channel and Nat Geo. 

TARA WYATT - Producer
Tara Wyatt is a midwestern girl making things happen in Los Angeles. With over ten years of experience producing commercial, narrative, and digital content, Tara also spent six years as an International Digital Marketing Consultant for several major motion picture studios including Universal Pictures, Twentieth Century Fox, DreamWorks, and Paramount Pictures. 

As co-owner of Orange Robot, she has produced numerous successful marketing campaigns and facilitated productions for the likes of Apple TV+, Univision, Sony, and FUSE Entertainment to name a few. She is passionate about telling stories that make a difference and looks forward to a bright future as she continues to grow Orange Robot as a company.  
​
JENS LINDEMANN – Executive Producer
Trumpet Professor with Distinction and Head of Brass Studies at UCLA. He is the first classical brass soloist to be awarded the Order of Canada, the country’s highest civilian honor. Hailed as one of the most celebrated soloists in his instrument’s history. 

ANTHONY DILORENZO – Composer
Emmy Award winning composer, trumpet soloist, and Grammy nominated recording artist Anthony DiLorenzo, has also worked in film and television for thirty years. He has composed music for over 100 film trailers, including those for Toy Story, Forrest Gump, 101 Dalmatians, The Lost World, The Harry Potter series, and Iron Giant.  He has also composed original scores for films credits The Chosen One, Meltdown, and Bathtubs Over Broadway. 

FEATURED IN THE FILM

NIKI ANTHONY – Ryan’s widow and President/Executive Director of CancerBlows  
With over 20 years’ experience in entertainment and marketing, Niki Anthony has served as the Executive Director of CancerBlows and The Ryan Anthony Foundation since its creation in 2014. She has helped raise over $3 million to support cancer research and patient support programs through CancerBlows’ unique and immersive concert events, recordings, and merchandising.

Prior to her work with The Ryan Anthony Foundation, Niki was the Chief Operating Officer and Executive Vice President of Ericson Group Inc, one of the largest entertainment booking agencies in the southern United States. At Ericson Group, Niki was responsible for contracting, advancing, and advising for shows with headline entertainers such as Chicago, Patti LaBelle, Tim McGraw, Bill Cosby, and Wynonna. She also supervised major national marketing accounts like Levy Restaurants, Hard Rock Casinos, and Harrah’s Entertainment.
Despite the hardships of losing Ryan and the COVID-19 pandemic, Niki looks forward to a return to concerts CancerBlows’ style and carrying on Ryan’s music and mission.

GARY BEARD – Professional Pianist and Retired Choirmaster
Gary Beard is the former conductor of the Lindenwood Chancel Choir, the Gary Beard Chorale and minister of music at Lindenwood Christian Church, Memphis. He began his keyboard studies as a prodigy, making his professional debut at age eleven. He made his New York debut at Town Hall in 1976 and gained early experience as accompanist for Metropolitan Opera soprano Nancy Tatum and mezzo soprano Mignon Dunn, among others. He has appeared as a soloist throughout the country and on such great organs as The Tabernacle, Salt Lake City and Notre Dame Cathedral, Paris. 
Ryan and Gary met in 1993 and enjoyed worldwide tours and recordings over their nearly three decades of friendship. Their concerts included a wide variety of music and created a hugely enjoyable atmosphere for both performers and audiences alike.
DR. BRIAN BERRYMAN – Ryan’s doctor, Baylor Scott White/Texas Oncology
Dr. Berryman is currently the Director for Outreach and Clinics for the Blood and Marrow Transplantation Services at Baylor University Medical Center. Dr. Berryman is the principal investigator and the co-investigator for numerous research trials and has authored and coauthored many articles in peer reviewed journals.
Before joining Texas Oncology in 2001, Dr. Berryman was an assistant professor of internal medicine, division of hematology and medical oncology at the Harold C. Simmons Cancer Center at UT Southwestern. He was also an attending physician in the emergency department at the Dallas VA Medical Center.
Dr. Brian Berryman received his undergraduate degree, B.S. psychology magna cum laude, from Washington & Lee University in Lexington, Virginia. He received his M.D. from the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. He completed his internship and residency in internal medicine at UT Southwestern in Dallas and his fellowship in hematology and oncology also at UT Southwestern Medical Center in 1999.
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